
 
 
GRANT #2: 2022 Communities Caring for Canopy  
 
PROJECT TITLE: Restoring Shade Trees to State Highway 125 
  
SUMMARY OF PROJECT: 
The Middlebury Tree Committee (MTC) along with the Dept. of Public Works has focused its 
work in the last few years between tree maintenance and tree planting. Through 
grants received in 2021, we implemented a highly successful start to a broad tree planting 
program with the planting of 43 shade trees in anticipation of the 72 ash trees that 
are expected to be removed due to EAB infestation in the next five years. The town’s EAB 
Plan sets a goal of planting two trees for every one removed. 
 
Over the past several years, VTrans has had to remove multiple mature large-growing 
shade trees along state highway Rte. 125 due to high risk. MTC and the Town 
are committed to increasing Middlebury’s tree canopy and have a high desire to replace 
these removed trees along Rte. 125. As with many Vermont towns and cities, Middlebury 
is intersected by several State of Vermont roadways such as Rte. 125 and Rte. 116. 
 
The committee has attempted to get permission to plant along these state roads but has 
learned that VTrans requires a detailed planting plan and drawing – one that will need an 
engineering firm or landscape architect to generate. 
 
The goal of this year's project is to establish an approved process with VTrans whereby the 
Town of Middlebury would be able to maintain the character and health of its tree canopy by 
planting trees along State thoroughfares to benefit homeowners and the community-at-
large. This newly approved process will also address other highways such as Rte. 116 and 
U.S. Rte. 7 in the future. 
 
The results of this project will be to: 
-  Establish a process with Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) whereby the Town 
of Middlebury can plant trees along State roads 
-  Identify and hire a landscape architect or engineering firm to create a landscape plan to 
satisfy the requirements of VTrans, starting with a specified area along Rte. 125 
-  Develop a more collaborative relationship with VTrans 
-  Plant up to 10 high-quality shade trees within the ROW of Rte. 125 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BUDGET: 
 

 
 
 


